Interventional nutrition for the cancer patient.
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Dogs and cats with cancer have significant alterations in carbohydrate, protein, and fat metabolism,
which can result in cancer cachexia and subsequently can decrease quality of life, reduce response to
therapy, and shorten survival time. Nutritional modulation may be beneficial in the treatment of
cancer patients to reverse these metabolic alterations. There is evidence that foods relatively low in
simple carbohydrates with moderate amounts of high-quality protein, fiber, and fat (especially fats of
the omega-3 fatty acid series) are beneficial for pets with cancer. In addition, certain supplemental
nutrients may have potential to reduce the risk of developing cancer, or the growth and metastases of
established malignant disease. Nutritional intervention can be a powerful tool for controlling
malignant disease and for reducing toxicity associated with chemotherapy and radiation therapy.
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